reads “Terror is our common enemy” at a candle light
vigil held in front of the U.S. consulate in East Jerusalem,

A Palestinian boy holds flowers along with a sign that
Sept. 12, 2001 (AP Photo/Elizabeth Dalziel)

September 11th was a Tragedy
We Oppose U.S. Militarism
No More Tragedies!

The terrorist attacks on September 11th have caused
profound suffering to us all. Thousands of people died and
lives have been damaged and destroyed. We have listened
with deep sorrow to the stories of those who lost their loved
ones. This is a human tragedy. We don’t want our govern-
ment to bring this kind of tragedy and suffering to the people
of Afghanistan, Iraq or anywhere in the world. Military at-
tacks will not lessen the pain and suffering; nor will a mili-
tary response makes us less vulnerable to future attacks.

Inflicting terror and warfare on people only serves
to drive a deeper wedge between us and the rest of the world.
Let us take this opportunity to build bridges of understand-
ing between ourselves and the rest of the world. We need to
understand what the U.S. government has done to create
such strong anti-U.S. feelings.

Right now, the U.S. government is militarily and eco-
nomically involved in many nations around the world. The
U.S. government has given Israel over $3 billion in economic
and military aid and supplies the planes and bombs that at-
tack and kill the Palestinian people. Since the 1991 Gulf War,
the U.S. has continued to bomb Iraq. U.S. imposed sanc-
tions have caused the death of more that 500,000 Iraqi chil-
dren under five according to UNICEF. Despite overwhelm-
ing opposition, the U.S. military bombs Vieques, Puerto
Rico and Mae Hyang Ri, South Korea and occupies
Okinawa, Japan. The U.S. military is present in Saudi Arabia,
Colombia, Mexico, Curacao, Aruba and El Salvador. The
military’s presence has caused death, destruction and terror.
The U.S. ignores the wishes of people in other countries
and acts for its own benefit. This is why many people around
the world see the U.S. as an arrogant superpower that will
not listen to people’s demands.

Arabs and Muslims
are not Our Enemies

We are very concerned that fear and anger after
the September 11th attack have led to racist attacks
against Arabs and Muslims here in the U.S. Totally with-
out justification, people in this country have attacked
and killed Arabs and Muslims - and people who look
Arab or Muslim. Large groups, mainly white men, have
demonstrated at and attacked mosques. In a recent poll,
499% of the respondents said they would support special
identification for Arabs and Muslims. This is similar to
apartheid South Africa’s passbook laws or the yellow
stars the Nazis forced Jews to wear. The U.S. govern-
ment is attempting to pass repressive legislation that
would legally permit the government to surveil and de-
tain anyone the government says they suspect of “ter-
rorist” activity. We need to stand up and say no to racist

attacks here in the U.S. We need to defend civil rights.

What you can do:
1. Put up signs that say “No War” or similar

sentiments (you can use the reverse of this

flyer)
2. Join us to distribute this leaflet.

3. Help plan and participate in anti-war dem-
onstrations.

4. Contact your representatives and say no to

war and no to repressive legislation.

Prairie Fi ire1I
Organizing
Committee

773-278-6706
pfoc@prairie-fire.org
www.prairie-fire.org

Marwa Adel Al-Sharif, 10, holds on to her mother Sahar Al-Sharif, before the start of
a prayer service for the victims of the terrorist attacks. She is recovering from an
operation that removed a bullet in her head after she was injured during fighting in her
home just outside the West Bank city of Hebron. (AP Photo/ Steve Miller)



